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SUBJ: FIRESTONE STRIKERS DEMONSTRATE AT CONSULATE 

1. SUMMARY: CONSUL RECEIVED NOTE FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF 

ABOUT 500 FIRESTONE WORKERS WHO STAGED 15 MINUTE PEACEEUL DEMONS- 
TRATION IN FRONT OF CONSULATE. ONLY DAMAGE CONSISTED OE BROKEN 
DOOR OF NEW FIRESTONE OFEICE BEING INSTALLED TWO FLOORS ABOVE 
CONSULATE OEFICES. NOTE WISHES TO CONVEY TO FIRESTONE HOME 
OFEICE AND AMERICAN PEOPLE WORKERS' DISCONTENT WITH COMPANY 
FAILURE TO RAISE SALARIES SINCEJULY 1977 DESPITE 26 PERCENT 
INFLATION IN CY77. WORKERS AT FIRESTONE’S PLANTS IN BILBAO, 

BURGOS, AND TORRELAVEGA WENT ON STRIKE MAY 22 REJECTING COMPANY 
PLAN TO INSTALL COMPUTERIZED PLANT CONTROL 

SYSTEM AND PASS ON SAVINGS TO WORKERS. MANAGEMENT ESTIMATES 
STRIKE COULD LAST SEVERAL MONTHS MORE IF NOT RESOLVED THIS 
WEEK. END SUMMARY. 

2. ABOUT 500 STRIKING WORKERS OF LOCAL FIRESTONE PLANT 
DEMONSTRATED IN FRONT OF CONSULATE FOR APROXIMATELY 15 MINUTES 
AND A GROUP OF SIX ASCENDED TO THE THIRD FLOOR CONSULATE 
OFFICE IN ORDER TO DELIVER A NOTE EXPLAINING THEIR POSITION 

TO THE CONSUL. DEMONSTRATORS CARRIED PLACARD STATING WE 

DEMAND INVESTMENT NOT LOANS’, CHANTED SLOGANS AGAINST THE MANAGING 
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DIRECTOR ZUBIRIA SUCH AS ’THE BANK AND THE CIA ARE WITH 
ZUBIRIA' AND THEN DISSOLVED PEACEFULLY. THE ONLY VIOLENCE WAS 
DIRECTED AGAINST A NEW FIRESTONE HOLDING COMPANY OFFICE BEING 
INSTALLED ON THE FIFTH FLOOR OF THE SAME BUILDING IN WHICH THE 
CONSULATE IS LOCATED. IN TRYING TO GAIN ENTRY THEY KNOCKED A 
LARGE HOLE IN THE DOOR. 
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3. FIRESTONE'S THREE PLANTS IN BILBAO, BURGOS AND TORRELAVEGA 
ARE IN EINANCIAL DIEFICULTY, WITH LOSSES ON THE ORDER OE THREE 
MILLION DOT LARS DURING PAST YEAR. AS EXPLAINED BY A COMPANY 
OFEICER, IN ATTEMPT TO INCREASE EEFICIENCY BY INSTALLING IBM 
COMPUTER CONTROL PLANT, COMPANY OEFERED TO PASS ON SAVINGS TO 
WORKERS PLUS SMALL ADDITIONAL SALARY INCREASE. WORKERS REJECTED 
THIS OFFER AND WENT ON STRIKE ON MAY 22. TACTICS EMPLOYED 

THUS FAR INCLUDE DISRUPTION OP ACTIVITIES AT BANK OF BILBAO AND 
BANK OF VIZCAYA (IMPORTANT STOCKHOLDERS OF FIRESTONE) AND BLOCKING 
OF TRAFFIC ON MAJOR HIGHWAY BETWEEN BILBAO AND SAN SEBASTIAN. 

4. NOTE PRESENTED TO CONSUL STATES FIRESTONE HAS MADE NO OFPER 
TO INCREASE SALARIES SINCE JULY OF 1977 DESPITE A COST OP LIVING 
INCREASE OF 26 PERCENT IN 1977. IT EXPLAINS THAT THE NOTE IS 
DIRECTED TO THE CONSULATE SINCE FIRESTONE IS A U.S.PIRM AND 

THAT DIRECTION FROM THE HOME OPFICE IN AKRON COULD BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE PRESENT COMPANY POLICY. THE NOTE EXPRESSES THE WISH TO 
CONVEY TO THE HOME OPFICE AND TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN GENERAL 
THAT THE WORKERS WILL TAKE THE NECESSARY MEASURES TO DEPEND 
THEIR JOBS AND THE BUYING POWER OF THEIR SALARIES. 

5. COMPANY OPFICER STATES THAT COMPANY ACCOUNTS WERE RECEIVED 
BY REPRESENTATIVES OP THE UNIONS UGT, STV, AND SWC-USO. A 
PRINCIPAL PROBLEM IS AN INFLUENTIAL RADICAL COMMUNIST WOMAN 
FIRED APTER LONG STRIKE IN 1975 AND LATER REHIRED UNDER LABOR 
AMNESTY, WHOM THE WORKERS COMMISSIONS SYNDICATE IS UNABLE TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 BILBAO OOI2I I4I623Z 

CONTROL. COMPANY BELIEVES THAT IF NOT RESOLVED THIS WEEK, STRIKE COULD 
LAST ANOTHER THREE TO POUR MONTHS .WEST 
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